
IMPORTANT NOTE:  St. Andrew’s Management require us to vacate 
the church by 3 p.m. every Sunday.  There is no negotiation on this. 
Fr. John 
*************************************************** ***********  
*************************************************** ***********  

Church Security 
After all Services, and any meetings and refreshments 
have   finished, the church is locked and so is the main 
entrance gate - please be careful that you are not locked 

in!  In an emergency telephone 07733227767.  

The Parish of the Dormition of the Mother of God (Ecumenical Patriarchate) 
 Registered Charity Number: 1125574  

Parish Clergy 
Parish Priest 
Father John Lee:          3 Brookwood Avenue, Barnes, London SW13 0LR 
                                      020 88767993 
Assistant Priest 
Father Stephan             237 Luton Road, Harpenden AL5 3DE 
Maikovsky:                 01582623939 s.maikovsky@ntlworld.com 
 
Hierodeacon Father 
 Alexander Willis: Flat 9, Avenue House, Allitsen Rd., London NW6 2HE  
                                      02076259447   awillis161@btinternet.com                                
Churchwarden 
Pam Grealy:                  02086987241; mobile: 07726336339 
 
Newsletter e-mail:        podnewsletter@googlemail.com 
 
Parish Website:            www.dormitionparishlondonep.co.uk 

The parish is in the Deanery of Great Britain and Ireland within  the Archdiocese of         
Orthodox Parishes of Russian Tradition in Western Europe, Exarchate of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.    The head of the Archdiocese is His    Eminence Archbishop Gabriel of        
Comana, Exarch of  Western Europe.   The cathedral of  the Archdiocese is the Alexander 
Nevsky Cathedral,  rue Daru, Paris. 

 

Saturday: March 6th at 5.:30 p.m.: 
Vigil 

Veneration of the Holy Cross 
 

Sunday: March 7th at 10:30 a.m. 
The Holy Liturgy 

 
Sunday of the Holy Cross 

 
 All services are celebrated in Church 

Slavonic and in English. 
 

FIRST ISSUE IN MARCH  

The Dormition of the 
Mother of God (EP) 

Orthodox Parish Worshipping 
at St. Andrew Holborn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Troparion                                              

“In giving birth, O Mother of God, Thou hast kept T hy virginity, 
and in falling asleep Thou hast not forsaken the wo rld. Thou, O 
Mother of life, hast passed over into life and by T hy prayers dost 
deliver our souls from death.”  

Issue: 62; March 2010 
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The Life-giving Cross 
 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  Spirit 
 

“We as Christians understand the description of “life-
giving Cross” and we also realize that it is a rank distortion 
because the purpose of a cross was to ensure death. A 
person unfamiliar with the origins of Christianity would ask 
“how can it be both?” 

 
If we meditate upon the Cross one of our first thoughts 

must be about captivity – the person nailed to the Cross is 
captive there, unable to move and unable to escape. And the 
thought of captivity is apropos because we also are all 
captives – captives of sin and selfishness, captives of pride 
and greed. 

 
In Lent it is our purpose to become more fully aware 

of our sinful condition. God’s grace though mighty and 
powerful does not abolish the freedom of the human will 
and our choices are often those which lead us away from 
God… and it always seems somehow that these choices 
often do appear in the holy season of Lent. Our best 
example is the Church herself. The whole of her life-long 
history is one long vigil – waiting for the Heavenly 
Bridegroom who will return to set the final seal on the work 
of sanctification. 
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The Fellowship of St. Alban & St. Sergius (London Branch) and the Society 
of St. John Chrysostom invite us to:”.. a joint event being held on Monday 
22 March 2010 : Talk to be given by the Revd Fr. John Lee  “Keep the Law 
and the Law will keep you”.  At: St. Anselm’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Tooting Bec Road, London SW17 8BS. Program: 6:15pm: Mass, (followed 
by light refreshments); 7:15pm: Talk.  The church is close to Tooting Bec 
tube station.” 
�
Fr. Stephan will be the celebrant  at the Holy Liturgy on March 6, 2010, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m, at Harpenden (St. George’s School, Sun Lane, 
Harpenden  AL5 TD).   All are invited and welcome.  
 
�



6 
 

&�����������������
"�'�/����
��*�
��!�������������� ���!
���������������

��
�����������$� � ����� �!��� �!���� �������� ��� ���� �� ��� ��� !����
�-�������� )
���!'� ��� ���� �������0�� ������� ���� ����� ���!� %�"���!�
����
�
�������$��
1������� �
��'� �!�� ���� ���� �	� ��
� 
��
������������ �� � �!�� �����
�������0��10�0
���'��
����2�
�

�

EXARCHATE ASSEMBLY 2007 
 

Three years ago Lisa von Schlippe, Annemarie de Visser and I 
attended the Exarchate Assembly in Paris on the first occasion 
when our then Vicariate was represented. As we came in off a busy 
Parisian street to the tranquillity of the Colline St. Serge, an oasis of 
Orthodoxy, we found ourselves feeling immediately at home. 
Everyone made us so welcome.  Interpreters were laid on during 
the sessions for those not sufficiently fluent in French.  The 
generous buffet lunches provided the opportunity to get to know 
people from all over the Exarchate.  The Liturgy in the beautiful 
church made us feel truly at home in the Russian Church that we 
had known so long.  It was particularly good to feel part of 
something bigger than our own situation and resources so often 
suggest.   
We had to make our own travel arrangements and find 
accommodation in Paris, at our own expense. However, we felt it 
was worth every penny to have the experience of taking part in the 
wider life of the Exarchate. During our three-year term we were also 
called upon to attend an Extraordinary General Meeting, which is 
unusual.  The first time we flew, the second time we used Eurostar. 
We can recommend cheap but clean hotels to new delegates.   
Please do talk to any of us for further details. 
Gillian Crow 
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To accomplish this the Cross must be ever present in 

our lives, physically as well as spiritually. But as we have 
already said the Cross was an instrument of death but at the 
same time “life-giving”. It is the same seemingly 
contradictory statement as when the writers of the New 
Testament refer to us as sinners and then suddenly saints. 
The duality of the Cross is the duality of the Christian life 
and whatever else it may be it is not stagnant; it is a living, 
wonderful thing! 

 
The Cross is the most perfect of Christian symbols 

and Orthodox Christians believe that it has a power of it’s 
own. It symbolizes Christ’s perfect sacrifice. It also tells us 
that the true Christian life is full of pain and sorrow as well 
as triumph and glory. 

 
May this “bringing forth of the Holy Cross of the 

Lord” encourage and strengthen us for what remains of our 
Lenten journey.” 

 
Amen 

 
Fr. John 
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We next meet here, at St. Andrew’s, on Saturday  March 20th at 
5:30pm for the Vigil and Akathist to the Most Holy Mother of 
God and Sunday  March 21st, at 10:30am for the Holy Liturgy.  
 Please note the Services of our sister parish ( St. Peter and Paul) in 
Clapham (worshipping at St. Peter’s Church, Clapham Manor Street, 
Clapham SW4 6BX) for the period before March 20th: 
 
Friday, 12th March at 6:30 pm.: Matins with commemoration of the 
departed. 
Saturday, 13th March at 6:00 pm.: Vespers and Matins. 
Sunday, 14th March at 11:30 am:  Liturgy, Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Friday, 19th March at 6:30 pm: Compline with Akathistos of the 
Mother of God. 
 
 
*************************************************** **** 
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