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IMPORTANT NOTE: St. Andrews Management require us to vacate the
church by 3pm every Sunday. There is no negotiation on this.
Fr. John
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Church Security
After all Services, and any meetings and refreshments
have finished, the church is locked and so is the main gate
- please be careful that you are not locked in! In an

emergency telephone 07733227767
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The Parish of the Dormition of the Mother of God (Ecumenical Patriarchate)
Registered Charity Number: 1125574

Parish Clergy

Parish Priest
Father John Lee: 3 Brookwood Avenue, Barnes, London SW13 OLR
020 88767993

Assistant Priest

Father Stephan
Maikovsky:

Hierodeacon Father

237 Luton Road, Harpenden AL5 3DE
01582623939 s.maikovsky @ntlworld.com

Alexander Willis: Flat 9, Avenue House, Allitsen Road, London NW6
02076259447 awillis161 @btinternet.com

Churchwarden

Pam Grealy: 02086987241; mobile: 07726336339

Newsletter e-mail:
Parish Website:

podnewsletter @ googlemail.com
www.dormitionparishlondonep.co.uk

Our Parish is under the omophorion of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. The Church of St. George in the Phanar (Fener) is the fifth Patriarchal church
in Constantinople (Istanbul) and home to the Ecumenical Patriarchate since the fifteenth
century (website of the Ecumenical Patriarchate is at: www.patriarchate.org). We are
within the Deanery of Great Britain and Ireland (website is at: www.exarchate-uk.org) and
part of the Archdiocese of Orthodox Parishes of Russian Tradition in Western Europe under
His Eminence Archbishop Gabriel of Comana, Exarch of Western Europe. The
Archdiocesan Cathedral is the Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, rue Daru, Paris, France
( website of the Archdiocese is at: www.exarchat.eu ) .
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SERVICES THIS WEEK

Saturday: July 31st
5:30pm: Vigil

Sunday: August 1st
10:30am: The Holy Liturgy

All services are celebrated in Church
Slavonic and in English.

FIRST ISSUE IN AUGUST




In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

“In today’s gospel Christ heals in a spectacular way and
when His disciples asked why they themselves could not
accomplish such a dramatic cure, Jesus tells them a plain straight-
forward fact - “for this healing more than words are necessary
and prayer and fasting are the only answers!”

You remember the frosty old priest depicted in Georges
Bernanos’ book where he is advising the new young curate - “Our
Lord told us to be the salt of the earth - not the honey!” He was
advising a stronger spirituality as indeed our Lord seems to be
advising 1in today’s gospel.

There i1s a strong move to secularize the Church now, to
make it more useful. Wheel off the altar and bring on the aerobics
classes - bonding with one another is a good Christian thing, don’t
you think? A better expression of what Jesus taught, yes??

No. It’s honey. It’s sweet. It attracts but it doesn’t
strengthen, cleanse or preserve. It implies that Christ’s life was
not important, His birth, His baptism, His miracles, suffering,
death, resurrection are not really important - what matters is His
teaching, and that teaching is love.

I am not for one moment belittling Christian love - “by this
will all men know that you are my disciples” - what I’'m saying is
that Christ in today’s gospel is definitely pointing to more - more
effort on our part! More salt in our spiritual diet and less honey.

It would be a good thing in response to today’s reading of
the Gospel to pick up the change in our Lord’s reply to His
disciples. Most of us have been practising Christians for many
years but when was the last time we entered upon a special period
of prayer and fasting? Have we become weak and feeble
spiritually?

When He advocated fasting Jesus was not prescribing
something new but rather endorsing what was already understood in
Judaism. Too often we see Christ as a starting point rather than a
fulfilment; a mistake as Christ without Judaism would be
incomplete!

So let us reflect on the forceful words in today’s gospel and
ask ourselves if we are making use of all the spiritual tools at our
disposal.”

Amen.
Fr. John
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We next meet here, at St. Andrew’s on Saturday, August 14th at
5:30pm for the Vigil and on Sunday, August 15th at 10:30am for the
Liturgy.
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Panikhida for Metropolitan Anthony will be served by Fr. John on
August 4th, at 10:30am, at Brompton Cemetery.
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Do stay for the previously announced parish meeting which will take
place today.



